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Hi all, apologies I can’t be there tonight to cheer up your evening. My PA Dan will read this out for you on my behalf.

Last meetings actions

I haven’t yet contacted Lawrence Hickmott, the reason for this is that I’ve been waiting for the completion of the Gravesham courts (which I thought would happen in the last couple of weeks) so I could show him what we’d already set up in Kent. As soon as their finished, I’ll ring him up and potentially invite him to come and visit.

Now the exciting stuff. I managed to secure the £420 worth of funding from P&O ferries as stated in the previous meeting but also had some success with Wickes. They offered full materials for two walls (wood, nails, screws, paint) for free. Labour is being also supplied for free by Gravesham council. So courts at Cygnets Leisure Centre in Gravesham are officially under construction. 

(DAN SHOW PICS NOW… BOOM)

The state of the courts as per Wednesday 14th May is currently as follows: 
· The first wall is as shown in the last photo, with the top boards still to be installed.
· The second has all boards set up and is now playable but will be painted in due course. 

The agreement with Wickes is that we will sign the walls with “Wickes proud sponsors of UK Wallball” or something similar. For the time being we will mark the floor with tape but the long term plan is to have courts marked on when the hall is resurfaced in October. For reference, in terms of space between courts, they are very similar to Merchant Taylors. Important thing for me now is being able to get hold of start-up equipment very soon!


Having worked with the Centre and Gravesham Borough Council I now have pretty good relations with them going forward. The intention is to set up a weekly club, potentially on a Sunday, and attract users through the council’s links with sports clubs, schools and programmes as well as initially relying on my contacts in the area and leisure centre advertisement. In the next copy of “Your Borough”, a quarterly magazine we will also have a piece on the court installation which will hopefully spread the message. (See Appendix 1)

Going forward there are 19 schools around the area with links to the council which we will try to exploit, and an interest has already been expressed by Northfleet School for Boys during discussions about sport with the Council. The key is that the council is really onside which gives us the potential for expansion.

Over the summer we will look to host taster sessions to get as many people involved as possible. My hope is we will be able to find someone to carry on the sessions and club when I head back to Loughborough in September. If this is not possible then my Dad has agreed to maintain the sessions while I am away until we can find someone to do a stradders-esk role!

Non Action Points

I’ve had meeting with a member of University Finance at Loughborough and with the Atheltic Union president with the aim to set up Wallball at Loughborough next year. There may be some problems with facilities in that they are already over used and we might not be able to get a regular spot but I’m hoping we can find a way around this. Finance should be less of a problem.

In the last few weeks I’ve also met Danny Edwards, a College Football Academy Director at QPR. He has offered me the chance to run a session for his community coaches. If they are interested then there may be a possibility the QPR coaches could deliver it in communities as part of their multi sport sessions. 

Through work I’ve also made contact with the Chief Executive of Trafford Community Leisure Trust, a sporting organisation in Manchester who deliver sport to around 35,000 people in the local area. He has offered me a similar opportunity to come and showcase the sport to their community coaches which given time and resources I may also be able to do over the summer.

I’ve spoken to Barclays in the last few weeks and after a year of regular mentions they’ve finally agreed to let me give a presentation on Wallball before I leave in August. This could be a big opportunity for us so may be worth having a discussion on a) what we want to propose, and b) how we feel Barclays can help us.

That’s it from me other than to say I’m very glad everyone has taken note of my great idea for a UK Closed/Nationals and in particular the beginners category which I think could be a great way to get people to try it out. Can you please discuss what needs doing in the next few weeks, particular who we can get the message out to and how, and while stradders is away I’ll pick it up.

Cheers everyone and hope Dan didn’t keep you waiting too long!

Teks
GB Largues Captain





























Appendix 1

‘Your Borough’ Article


Gravesham has become the first borough in Kent to install Wallball courts, housed at Cygnet Leisure Centre, Northfleet.

For those not in the know, Wallball, in its most simple form, is like squash but without a racquet and only one wall. Participants can play against others individually or as a pair, with the aim to hit the ball against the wall and get it to bounce twice before the other player/team can return it.
An extremely popular sport in America (New York alone has over 2500 courts across the city) it is now gaining popularity in the UK. The sport is fun, simple to play, cheap and is suitable for all ages and abilities.

The project has been championed by Gravesham resident Luke Thomson, a member of the GB Wallball squad, who in the last year has competed in tournaments across Europe and in South America. He won The Men’s Open plate at the Dutch Open in November and finished runner up at the UK Open in February.

The court installation has only been made possible by the work of all the agencies involved, Gravesham Borough Council, Gravesham Community Leisure Limited, Wickes (who provided the 
materials for the walls), and of course Luke and his family.

Emily Jay, Operations Manager at Cygnet Leisure Centre said “GCLL are pleased to be the first site in Kent to provide Wallball courts. The courts not only provide the opportunity for Luke to train nearer to home but give Gravesham residents the chance to try a new exciting sport”

Free Wallball taster sessions will be run during the summer and have been supported by the Kent Sport/P&O Ferries small grants fund.  For more information contact the Sport & Recreation Officer on 01474 337806 or email danielle.lock@gravesham.gov.uk

